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REASONS; &c. 
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" FrienDs, 


MY mind hath been much exerciſed, at 


times, fince I ſeparated from your communion, with 
tklires for your real advancement in the ſpirit and 
power of that religion you make profeſſion of; and 
being perſuaded there are thoſe among you, who do 
really defire to know the truth, I feel a renewed 
concern to falute theſe, in a degree, I hope, of true 
goſpel love; and to offer to your ſerious conſideration, 
the reaſons which induced me to ſeparate from your 
ſociety. And truly, Friends, there were many ties, 
which nearly united me to you; and very unwilling 


I was, for a conſiderable time, to believe that 
thoſe things I had been engaged in, and fo highly 


eſteemed, were not what they had appeared to be; 
but, as I earneſtly deſired to know the truth, what- 
ever it might coſt me, I felt the axe laid to the root 
of the tree, and the fine buildings and plauſible ap- 
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pearances were ſhaken. I became ſenſible, that the 
tree muſt firſt be made before the fruit could 
be good; a doctrine eſſentially different from what 
I had heard of men, even of men highly eſteemed; 

by whom I was taught, that deliverance from fin is 
not to be expected in this life ; and was hearing, day 
after day, the uniform acknowledgment of bein 
miſerable ſinners, having no health, &c. which 
found, by the manifeſtations of that ſpirit which “ is 
given to every man to profit withal,” 1 Cor. xii. 7, 
and which diſcovers the ſecret things of darkneſs, to 
be not agreeable, but contrary, to the ſcriptures of 
truth; which expreſsly declare, that the great Author 
ol the goſpel diſpenſation came to © ſave his people 

From their ſins,” Matt. i. 21, and not in them; a 
very eflential difference. This I believed muſt be 
experimentally known, feeling ſin to be the great 
diſeaſe of the ſoul, the alone cauſe of ſeparation from 
the Moſt High, in whom alone true happineſs is 
found, I was ſenſible that while ſin remained, the 
_ ſeparation muſt continue, there being no commu- 
nion between light and darkneſs, righteouſneſs and 
unrighteouſneſs, 2 Cor. vi. 14 3 nor could that 
gracious promiſe be fulfilled, “ will dwell in them, 
and walk in them, and I will be their God, and they 
mall be my people, 2 Cor. vi. 16; for the apoſtle 
ſays, Ye are, the temple of God, and the temple of 


Further, John the Baptiſt, who was ſent to pre- 
pare the way of the Lord, deſcribing the nature and 
effects of his Maſter's kingdom, ſays, Now ”? (mark 
z2w) © the axe is laid unto the root of the trees; there- 
fore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit, 
{ is hewn down, and caſt into the fire.“ Mat. iii. 10, 
& This is a language ſurely implying a complete, 

3 . effectual 


(57-9 

effectual cleanſing from all the pollution of fin, even 
now in this life. Our Lord himſelf uniformly, in all 
his diſcourſes, inculcated this doctrine. In that moſt 
excellent ſermon on the Mount, Matt. v, vi, vii, he 
inſiſts on the neceſſity of a righteouſneſs ſuperior to 
that of the law; for, fays he, © Except your righteouſ- 
neſs ſhall exceed the righteouſneſs of 

Phariſees, ye ſhall in no caſe enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.“ 

did not mean an imaginary, merely imputed, righteouſ- 
neſs, as, I fear, many vainly ſuppoſe, is evident from 
the concluſion ; where he draws the compariſon be- 
tween thoſe who hear, and do his ſayings, and them 


ing the poſſibility of doing them. And if due atten- 
tion is paid to every part of that diſcourſe, I think it 
muſt be obvious, that they who are of the happy 
number, who not only hear, but do thoſe ſayings ; 
and whom our Lord likens to a building upon a rock, 
on which they are able to withſtand all oppoſition ; 


know a righteouſneſs wrought in them far ſuperior 
to that of the law. For, as the law, the outward law, 
written on tables of ſtone, took cognizance of out- 
ward actions; the law of Chriſt, written, as the apoſtle 
ſays, in the fleſhiy tables of the heart, reaches to the 
root, and ſource of action: for, whereas the law ſaid 
«Thou ſhalt not kill,” Chriſt forbids being angr 

without cauſe. Again, the law ſaid, © Thou ſhaft 
not commit adultery ;” Chriſt forbids luſt, thus 
ſtriking at the root. The cauſe being removed, the 
conſequence or effect muſt unavoidably be done away. 


neighbour, and hate thine enemy ; an eye for an eye, 
and a tooth for a tooth.“ Chriſt ſays, © Reſiſt not 
. 45 | evil, 


the Scribes and 


What language can be plainer ? And that he 


who hear, and do them not; thereby fully eftabliſh= . 


will not bs © miſerable ſinners, doing what they ought. 
not to do, having no health in them ;* &c. but will 


Once more, the law faid, Thou ſhalt love thy 


evil, love your enemies, do good to them that hate 
who profeſs to follow him, ſeem to pay very little 


attention to; as though it was an indifferent matter 


have faid, Be ye perfect, even as your Father 


XV. 14. He that loveth me, keepeth my com- 


honours me with his lips,) “ ſhall enter into the king- 


John xiii. 17. For if the ſimple belief of Chriſt's 
- Jufferings, reſurrection, &c. be ſufficient to ſave; to 


as the Spirit. Old things will be paſſed away, and 
all things become new, and all of God, 2 Cor. 
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you ;”” with much more of like import, which many 


whether they do them or not. But it may be 
well for ſuch. to conſider whether our Lord would 


which is in heaven is perfect, if he did not 
mean they ſhould be ſo; and whether they who do 
as he there exhorts,. will not be perfect. I can- 
not conceive how it is poſlible to deduce any 
other inference without groſsly wreſting the ſcrip- 
ture. © Ye are my friends,“ faid he, at another 
time, © if ye do whatſoever I command you, John 


mandments, John xiv. 21. © Not every one that ſaith 
unto me, Lord, Lord,” (that calls me Maſter, and 


dom of heaven, but he that doeth the will of my 
Father, which is in heaven, Matt. vii. 21. lt 
ye know theſe things, happy are ye if ye do them,” 


what purpoſe were all his diſcourſes, wherein he re- 
peatedly inſiſts upon the neceſſity of regeneration, 
a being born again; which certainly implies ſome- 
thing more than a change of opinion, a perſuaſion of 
the judgment, and a partial reformation? For as lie 
ſaid to Nicodemus, That which is born of the fleſh, 
is fleſn, and that which is born of the Spirit, is ſpirit,” 
John iii. 63 it obviouſly follows, that they who are 
really born of the Spirit, will be of the ſame nature 


v. 17. A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump,” 
Galatians v. 9. New wine muſt be put into 
58 | new 
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new bottles, Mark ii. 22; with many other 
ſimilitudes, plainly implying the neceflity of a 
total, effectual change. Again, to confirm this 
great and neceſſary truth, of freedom from fin, 
e ſays to his diſciples, „If ye continue in m 
word, then are ye my diſciples indeed, and ye ſhall 
know the truth, and the truth ſhall make you 
free: and, to reprove their carnal ideas of a temporal 
outward freedom, he adds, W hoſoever committeth 
ſin, is the ſervant of ſin;*” and, © If the Son ſhall make 
ou free, ye ſhall be free indeed, John viii. 31, & 


hat this freedom from fin, even from the power, 
as well as the guilt, is to be known in this life, is 


certified again, by his ſaying of thoſe who die in 
their fins, © Whither I go, ye cannot come,” ſohn 
viii. 21. Now if deliverance from fin is not known 
in this life, we muſt of neceſſity die in our fins, 
Therefore it matters not what knowledge a man hath, 


what is his faith, or what profeſſion he hath made, if 
he hath not known deliverance from ſin. This is a 


point ſo important, and a miſtake therein liable to 
ſuch baneful conſequences, that I am induced to dwell 
upon it: knowing. from my own experience, how 
_ prevailing is the contrary opinion. Nor is it ſtrange, 
that people ſhould prefer and indulge the notion of 
the poſſibility of deliverance from the guilt and 
puniſhment of fin, without the power thereof being 
ſubdued. We naturally love eaſe, an eaſe which the 
eroſs of Chrift is decidedly againſt. So cloſe does 
it apply, that it is, in our Lord's own words, as 
cutting off a right hand, and plucking out a right 
eye. Matt. v. 29, 30.“ Whoſoever,” ſays he, again 
and again, * doth not bear his croſs, and come after 
me, cannot be my diſciple,” Luke xiv. 27. The 
apoſtle bears teſtimony to this important truth, where 
he ſays, „They that are Chriſt's, have crucified the 
; AS: fleſh 
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fleſh with the affections and luſts.“ Gal. v. 24. 
Surely if luſts and affections, the very root and ſeed 
of ſin, are ſlain, what can remain thereof? In another 
place he ſays, © How ſhall we, that are dead to ſin, 

live any longer therein?“ Rom. vi. 2. Another 
apoſtle ſays, ** Whoſocever is born of God, doth not 
commit fin; for his ſeed remaineth in him: and he 
cannot ſin, becauſe he is born of God.“ x John iii. 9. 


I have here produced a few plain paſſages of ſcrip- 
ture, to ſhew the ground or cauſe of my ſeparation ; 
that deliverance from fin, a being cleanſed from all 
_  defilement thereof in this life, is not only poſſible, 

but indiſpenſably neceſſary; and that the contrary 
doctrine is fundamentally erroneous ; as it ſets up the 
ſhadow inſtead of the ſubſtance, an imaginary, inſtead 
of a real, holineſs. I may probably make ſome more 
obſervations on this moſt important point, as I pro- 
ceed. I ſhall now offet a few remarks on ſome of the 
ſervices uſually performed; comparing them alſo with 
the ſcriptures of truth, which moſt profeſſors ac- 
knowledge to be the ſtandard or rule; from which 
compariſon oy clearly appear to me, not to be 
what many call them, © means of grace and ordi- 
" nances of God ;* but the mere inventions of man, 
ſet up in his own fallen wiſdom, as a ſubſtitute 
for the life and power, which were loſt in a 
long dark night of apoſtaſy: not the true wor- 
ſhip of God, but ſuch bodily exerciſe as the apoſtle 
ſays, © profiteth little,” 1 Tim. iv. 8. For be 
it remembered, the great Author of the goſpel diſ- 
penſation, expreſsly declared, that “ the true wor- 
ſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father in ſpirit and in 
truth,” John iv. 23. And the apoſtle confirms it, 
by ſaying, © We know not what we ſhould pray for, 
as we ought; but the © Spirit helpeth our I 
| an 


En) 


and © maketh interceſſion for us with groanings whick 
cannot be uttered,” Rom. viii. 26. Therefore, as this 
neceſſary aſſiſtance is not at our command, for people 
to pretend to worſhip the Moſt High in a preſeribed 
form, or in the ſtudied or extemporary productions of 
their own natural or acquired abilities, in their own 
wills, and their own time, without waiting to feel 
the influences and movings of the Holy Spirit, in 
and through which alone true worſhip can be per- 
formed, appears to me nothing better, whatever it 
may be called, than will. worſpbip. The ſcriptures 
allo repeatedly mention a growing in grace, 2 Pet. 
iii. 18, a going on unto perfection, Heb. vi. 1. How 


inconſiſtent then is the repeated uniform acknow- 


ledgment, We are miſerable ſinners, doing what 


we ought not to do, having no health in us, &c, ? 
Doth it not obviouſly confeſs, if the truth is ſpoken, 
that no benefit hath been received, notwithſtanding 
the frequent (as it is pretended) waiting upon the 
Lord? But if it is true, as the ſcriptures declare, 
that Chriſt came to © fave his people from their fins ;*? 


they who make that confeſſion, acknowledge they are 


not of that number; for if they are miſerable ſinners, 
they certainly are not ſaved from their ſins, however 
they may attempt to reconcile ſo plain a contradiction. 
This is a language not confined to a particular part 
of the ſerviae the inconſiſtency of the whole appears 
equally obvious; as at one time, confeſſing their ſins 
and wickedneſſes; then called upon to addreſs the 
Moſt High, with pure, humble, penitent, and obedi- 
ent hearts; one while returning thanks for creation, 
preſervation, and redemption ; again acknowledging 
having erred and ſtrayed like loſt ſheep ; deſiring to 
ſhew forth his praiſe not only with their lips, but 
in their lives, by giving themſelves up to his ſervice, 
and walking before him in holineſs and es: 
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all their days; but ſtill miſerable ſinners, doing what 
they ought not to do, &c. Can this running back- 
wards and forwards, one time ſaying one thing, ano- 
ther time quite the contrary, be acceptable ſervice 
to that God, who ſearcheth the heart, trieth the 
reins, and requireth truth in the inward parts ? 
Again, in repeating the experiences of the royal 
Pſalmiſt, how is it poſſible but many groſs falſehoods 


muſt be expreſſed? For if the words of the mouth do 


not expreſs the real experimental language of the 
heart, however excellent they may be, yet they are to 
thoſe who utter them, not the language of truth, but 
of falſehood. I ſhould hope a little ſerious conſider- 


ation will convince of this. 


Again, reſpecting the cuſtom or practice of ſing- 
ing, I have a few obſervations to make. How in- 
conſiſtent is it, that they who have juſt before been 
confeſſing their miſery and wretchedneſs, ſhould ap- 
pear ſo quickly and eaſily to forget all, and begin 
ſinging. Surely it ſeems evidently to declare, they 
were not ſincere in their acknowledgments, or that 
they think it of very little conſequence whether their 
prayers are anſwered or not. Beſides, not only the 


manner to me appears abſurd and inconſiſtent, but 
the matter in many quite contrary to truth, and to 


what has been juſt before openly avowed. I could 
ſpecify many inſtances in every collection I have 
ſeen, but I wiſh people to ſearch for themſelves. 
Surely this is trifling with ſerious things. I am 
fully perſuaded that the common practice of ſinging 
is only calculated to amuſe the creature, to pleaſe the 
outward ear; whatever may be pretended of its warm- 
ing the heart, and kindling deyotion. And if thoſe 
who practiſe it would be honeſt and candid, I am of 


opinion they would be conſtrained to acknowledge 


that 


„„ 


that amuſement is the chief object: or why ſo pleaſed 


with tunes and muſic ? Can it for a moment be ſup- 
poſed, that the Almighty is to be pleaſed with ſuch 
ſuperficial conduct? Surely not. And with reſpect to 
its kindling devotion, it may be well to remember 
what is ſaid of thoſe, who kindle a fire, and com- 
paſs themſelves about with ſparks; they may walk in 
the light thereof, but they ſhall lie down in ſorrow, 
Ifa. 1. 11. I readily admit, what is advanced to de- 
fend this cuſtom, that our Lord and his diſciples, 
the night before he ſuffered, ſang a hymn; but what 
or how we are not informed; no doubt the matter 
and manner were both proper and ſeaſonable: and 
that Paul and Silas, in priſon, ſang praiſes to the 
Lord, I believe: but I cannot conceive what argu- 
ment can be deduced from thence for the preſent 
cuſtom of ſinging whatever may be given out, ſuit- 
able or not, whether praiſe, profeſſion, acknowledg- 
ment, or petition. I fully believe this outward in- 
conſiderate ſinging is very different from that recom- 
mended by the apoſtle, g with the ſpirit, and 
with the underſtanding, 1 Cor. xiv. 15. © Singing 
and making melody in your heart to the Lord, Ep“. 
y. 19. And J alſo believe, that the true ſource of 
praiſe, even a grateful ſenſe of the Lord's mercies, 
can be more conſiſtently expreſſed than in out ward 
jingle and ſound. | | 


Indeed, my friends, I fear you are, many of you, 
agreeably to - zag own confeſſion, in a miſerable con- 
dition. Suffer me to prevail upon you to conſider, 
whether your continuing year after year miſerable 


ſinners, is not the conſequence of your prayers not 


being heard; and let a concern ariſe to inquire, 
whether you have been ſeeking aright or not: for 
our Lord promiſed plainly and expreſsly, that they 
| B 2 _ who 
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who ſeek ſhall find, Matt. vii. 7. Now, what 
have they found, who continue as they acknowledge, 
© miſerable ſinners, having no health in them, &c, ? 
Do they not rather confeſs that the means they have 
uſed are inſufficient to cleanſe and heal them; 
that they have not rightly applied to the great phy- 
fician, to the balm of Gilead, to that «© Tree, whoſe 
leaves are “ for the healing of the nations; but have 
been ſpending their «© money for that which is not 
bread,” and their “labour for that which ſatisfieth 
not; inſtead of hearkening diligently unto the Lord, 
and eating “ that which is good,” Iſa. lv. 2; that 
true bread of life, of which our Lord faid, whoſoever 
eat thereof ſhould live for ever? John vi. 58. It 
may be well to have recourſe to theſe means be- 
fore the poſſibility of cure is denied; Jeſt they thereby 
deny the power of God, that he is not able to caſt 
out the ſtrong man armed, who keepeth his palace 
and his goods in peace, Luke xi, 21. I think I 
need not add, who is there meant by the ſtrong man 
armed, where 1s his palace, and what are his goods. 
The apoſtle ſpeaks of ſome „ who had a form of 
godlineſs, but denied the power thereof.” 2 Tim. 
iii. 5. Now it may be well to conſider, in what 
can the power of godlineſs be known, but in do- 
minion over its adverſary, which is fin. And do not 
they who deny the poſſibility of fin being ſubdued, 
deny the power of godlineſs ? A ſerious conſideration 
may not be unprofitable. I have often admired, that 
thoſe who plead for ſin, pretend highly to value the 
ſcriptures, and ſay, the ſcriptures is the rule; where- 
as the ſcriptures uniformly inſiſt upon the neceſſity 
of holineſs 3 not an imaginary holineſs, but a real 
purity of heart and of life. « Without holineſs,” ſaid the 
apoſtle, no man ſhall fee the Lord,” Heb. xii. 14. 
Be ye holy in all manner of converſation, becauſe 

| it 
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it is written, Be ye holy, for T am holy,“ 1 Pet. i. 15, 
16. © Prefent your bodies,” (mark, your bodies) 
« a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which 
is your reaſonable ſervice,” Rom. xii. 1, The 
talk much of the blood of Chriſt; it is a ſubje 

often in the mouth, but what of the nature and effocks 
of it is known, let their own acknowledgments 
teſtify, The apoſtle declares it cleanſeth from all 
fin, 1 John i. 7. Now how thoſe who continue 
© miſerable ſinners, doing what they ought not to do, 


&c. can be cleanſed from all fin, let the conſiderate 
judge. 


It is with me, now, to anſwer ſome objections to 
this important truth; and to remark on ſome paſ- 


fages of ſcripture, which thoſe who deny the poſſibilitx 


of fin being ſubdued, endeavour. to cover themſelves 
with. Firſt, that the heart of man * is deceitful 
above all things, and deſperately wicked, who can 
know it ?*? Jer. xvii. 9. That the heart of every man, 
of every natural unregenerate man, is truly fo, I 
firmly believe: but be it remembered that the Lord 
promiſed to give his people a new heart and a new 
ſpirit, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. And dare any one ſay, 
that heart is deceitful ind wicked? O, beware of 
depreciating the gift of God. © Blefled are the pure 
in heart,“ faith our Lord, “ for they ſhall ſee God.” 
Matt, v. 8. A good tree cannot bring forth evil 
fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good 
fruit.” Matt. vii. 18. The feed © on the good 
ground, are they, who in an honeſt and good heart, 
having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth 
fruit with patience.” Luke viii. 15. For now, in the 
goſpel diſpenſation, the axe is laid to the root of the 
tree. Matt. iii. 10. What is the root of the tree 
there alluded to but the heart, from whence words 
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and actions have their birth ? & Thou blind Phariſce,” 
faid Chriſt, “ cleanſe firſt that which is within the 
cup and platter, that the outſide of them may be clean 


alſo.” Matt. xxiii. 26. And do they not in the 


ſtated form, pray that God . would cleanſe the 
thoughts of their hearts, by the inſpiration of his holy 
ſpirit ;* a moſt excellent petition ; but what is it in 
thoſe who uſe it, and yet deny the poflibility of its 
being anſwered, but a ſolemn mockery? For if the 


thoughts of the heart are really cleanſed, there can be 


no ſin; for fin defiles and pollutes the heart. 


Another objection, is the language of the apoſtle, 
| Where he ſpeaks of a law in his members warring 
| againſt the law of his mind, and bringing him into 
captivity to the Jaw of ſin, and that in his fleſh 
dwelt no good thing. Rom. vii. That the apoſtle 
once was in that ſtate, I think, is beyond a doubt ; 
and that every real Chriſtian experiences a ſimilar, 
till the ſtrong man armed is caſt out, and the old 
leaven purged away. But that he was ſo at the time 
of writing it, to me appears by no means credible, 


from what he has written juſt before and after; or 


he muſt groſsly contradict himſelf, which will hardly 
be allowed: but rather that he was deſcribing the 
| effects of the law upon the carnal unregenerate mind: 
for he ſays, The law is ſpiritual, but I am carnal, fold 
under fin.” Now can it be ſuppoſed that the apoſtle 
Was then carnal? &c. Surely not. For juſt after, he 
ſays, * The carnal mind is enmity againſt God,“ and 
& To be carnally minded is death, ch. viii. 6, 7, and 
that “ they who are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God;“ 


but he adds, «© Ye are not in the fleth, but in the 


Spirit, if ſo be that the Spirit of God dwell in you ”? 
and: If any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is 
none of his.“ It conſequently follows, that if the 
apoſtle 


* 
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apoſtle was then in a carnal ſtate, he was none of 
Chriſt's, but at enmity againſt God. A little before, 
he ſays, © Knowing this, that our old man is cruci- 


fied with him, that the body of fin might be de- 
ſtroyed, that henceforth we ſhould not ſerve fin : for 


he that is dead is freed from ſin,” chap. vi. 6, 7. 


And in the 2d verſe “ How {hall we that are dead 
to fin, live any longer therein?” And in the 22d 
verſe, Being made free from fin, and become ſer- 
vants to God, ye have your fruit unto holineſs, and 
the end everlaſting life.“ 


Now let this plain language, both before and after, 
written no doubt at the ſame time, determine whether 
the apoſtle was then in a carnal unregenerate ftate or 
not. And though he elſewhere ſays, ** Not as though 
I had already attained, either were already perfect,“ 
Phil. iii. 12; I think it in no reſpect favours the con- 
ſtruction many put upon it, that the apoſtle was then 
in a ſinful ſtate ; but rather makes againit them, as 
it plainly condemns the notion, of being perfectly and 
for ever juſtified by mere imputation, and evinces the 
danger of aun down at eaſe, reſting ſatisfied with an 
imaginary juſtification, For in another place, ſpeak - 
ing of the Chriſtian progreſs, he ſays, though he 
did not run as uncertainly, or fight as one that beateth 
the air, yet he found it nece{lary to keep under his 
body and bring it into ſubjection, or there was a 
danger, notwithſtanding he had preached to others, 


of his being ſtill a caſt-away, 1 Cor. ix. 26, 27. 


Another objection is, the fame apoſtle ſays, B 
grace ye arc ſaved, through faith; and that not of 


yourſelves; it is the gift of God: not of works, 


leſt any man ſhould boaſt.” Eph. ii. 8, 9. In anſwer 


to which, I believe it is very neceſſary to diſtinguiſh . 


between the works of man, which he does in his 
own will and ſtrength, and thoſe works which are 
B 4 wrought 
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wrought of God. Perhaps it is from not rightly know- 
ing this diſtinction that people cry out againſt works, 
as though they were all a ſelf-righteouſneſs. The 
works of man, of the unrenewed carnal mind, yea 
the beſt of them, are as filthy rags ; but I think there 
ſhould be a great care not to join the works of God 
(thoſe which he worketh in his people) with man's 
own works; for in the next verſe the apoſtle ſays, 
We are his workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus 
unto good works, which God hath before ordained, 
that we ſhould walk in them.” That it is by grace, 


I believe, no real Chriſtian will deny, but will, with 


humble gratitude in all his progreſs, acknowledge 
with the apoſtle, © By the grace of God I am what 
IJ am,” 1 Cor. xv. 10. This grace the ſame apoſtle 
declared, «© hath appeared to all men,“ (mark that, not 
to any particular part), and teaches, „that denyin 

ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, 


een and godly, in this preſent world.” Tit. ii. 


11, 12. He does not ſay (it teaches) we muſt continue 
in fin, © What,“ ſays he in another place, “ ſhall we 
continue in fin, that grace may abound ? God forbid.“ 
Rom. vi. 1. That it is alſo through faith, who 
will deny ? for without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
| God, Heb, xi. 6. But the apoſtle ſpeaks of a dead 
faith, James ii. 17, of a faith the devils have, verſe 
19. The true faith, it is ſaid, worketh by love, 
Gal. v. 6, purifieth the heart, Acts xv. 9, and 
overcometh the world, x John v. 4. Now what 
faith have thoſe, who ſay, they are © tied and bound 
with the chain of their fins, that they are miſerable 


| ſinners, having no health in them, &c,. The tree is 


known by its fruits. 


? Again, the words of our Lord, when upon the earth 
in the days of his fleſh, to thoſe whom he had aged 
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of their diſeaſes, are pleaded in excuſe for continuing 
in fin, as © Thy faith hath ſaved thee, thy faith hath 
made thee whole, &c. But be it remembered, that 
thoſe to whom he ſaid ſo were completely cured, 
received perfect ſoundneſs ;* and, I believe, there is 
a remnant at this day, who witneſs the ſame works, 
ſpiritually accompliſhed by the powerful operation of 
the ſame word in the heart, even a being made whole, 
a being healed of the great diſeaſe of fin, prefigured 
by the various cures performed on the bodies of the 


people. | 


Once more, another argument adduced is where 
the apoſtle ſays, If we ſay that we have no fin, we 
deceive ourſelves, and the truth is not in us, 1 John 
i. 8. But a due attention to what follows, I think 
will clearly explain, that the apoſtle does not favour 
the idea that he was then in that ſtate ; for he adds, «If. 
we ſay that we have not ſinned,” plainly alluding to 
time paſt, and continues, If we confeſs our fins, he 
is faithful and juſt to forgive us our fins, and to cleanſe: 
us from all unrighteouſneſs ;”” and as “ all unrighteouſ- 
neſs is fin,” chap. v. 17, they who are cleanſed from 
all, ſurely can have none remaining, It is the ſin- 
cere deſire of my mind, that the people would con- 
ſider for themſelves, and not take things of ſuch: 
infinite importance upon truſt, but attend to the 
advice of the apoſtle, © Let every man prove his ow 
work, and then ſhall he have rejoicing in himſelf, and: 
not in another, for every man ſhall bear his own 
burden.” Gal. vi. 4, 5. & Be not deceived, he adds 
juſt after, © God is not mocked; for whatſoever a man 
ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap:“ whatever be his 
opinion, knowledge, or faith. And in another place he 
ſays, though he had all knowledge, could underſtand all; 

myſteries, though he had all faith, even to remove 
pp Cn BS mountains; 
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mountains, yet he might be as nothing, 1 Cor. 
Xitt. 2. Therefore it might be well to have a care of 
talking ſo highly of the ſcriptures, while the life and 
converſation is not agreeable thereto ; and remember 
the words of our Lord to ſome of old, Search the 
{criptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life, 
and they are they which teſtify of 'me, and ye will 
not come unto me that ye might have life,” John v. 


| 39, 40. From which it appears, and is worthy of 


the moſt ferious attention, that thoſe who had the 
ſcriptures, and ſo valued them, as to think they had 
eternal life in them, yet they would not come unto 
Chriſt, of whom they teſtified; and who was and 
is alone the life as well as the light of men, John 1. 
4. Therefore it may be well to take care of putting 
the letter, the teſtimony, the declaration, concerning 
an object for the object itſelf; for our Lord did not 
ſay the ſcriptures is the way; but © I am the way, 
and the tru:h, and the life: no man cometh unto the 

Father but by me,” John xiv. 6. And learn the 
difference between the letter, the outward word, and 
the word which was in the beginging, John i. r, 
before the ſcriptures, the word nigh in the mouth, 
and in the heart, Rom. x. 8, which is «© quick and 
powerful, and ſharper than any two-edged ſword, 
piercing even to the dividing aſunder of ſoul and ſpiri-, 
and of the joints and marrow, and 1s a diſcerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart,” before whom 
all things are naked and open, Heb. iv. 12; and of 
whom, as I before obſerved, the ſcriptures teſtify; 
and without whoſe all-powerful aid they remain a 
dead letter, a ſealed book, The apoſtle declared, the 
things of God can only be known by the Spirit 
of God, 1 Cor. ii. 11, They are fooliſhneſs to 
the natural man. Therefore I think we ſhould 


de careful how we attempt to comprehend the truths, 


which 
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which are contained in the ſcriptures by our own 
underſtandings 3 but rather be willing, as the apoſtle * 
recommends, to become fools, that we may be truly 
wile, 1 Cor. iii. 18. f 


I would now offer a few remarks on thoſe two ordi- 
nances or ceremonies, Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, 
as they are called. 


With reſpect to the firſt, as practiſed by thoſe T ! 
more particularly addreſs myſelf to, little need be 
faid ; as ſprinkling infants is not even an imitation 
of true baptiſm, has no relation to it whatever, nor 
do I believe, can there be found a ſingle precept or 
example for it in any of the ſcriptures of truth, 1 
am well perſuaded it is, like many other things of the 
kind, a mere popiſh invention, in the times of dar- 


neſs and apoſtaſy, as a ſubſtitute for the reality; not % 


in any one reſpect calculated to anſwer any good pur- 
| poſe whatever. It may be well ſeriouſly to conſider *# 
a language uſed at that ceremony, that *© this child 
is regenerate, and grafted into the body of Chriſt's 
church ;* and in the catechiſm reſpecting it, that 
© he is therein made a member of Chriſt, a child of 
God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of Heaven.” 
Now let every conſiderate perſon folemnly aſk him- 
felf,, whether he really believes ſuch effects are really 
produced by it, If it is poſſible that any one can 

think ſo, his ideas of regeneration, and Chriſt's church 
alſo, differ very widely from mine. 


Let it be conſidered alſo, what people are taugkt 


to promiſe at this ceremony: © To renounce the 11 


devil and all his works, the pomps and vanities f 
this wicked world, and all the ſinful luſts of the fleſrt; 

to keep God's holy will and commandments, and to 
walk in the ſame all the days of their lives.“ Are 
2 6 mcy |»! 
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f not here required to promiſe what is believed 
and confeſſed to be impoſſible to perform; for ſurely 
if it was performed, they would not be © miferable 
ſinners, doing what they ought not to do, &c. 


That baptifm is neceſſary, abſolutely neceſſary, for 
every member of Chriſt's church, I fully believe; 
but I alſo believe, no application of water, even when 

rightly imitated, is the one true baptiſm. It is not 
* *the putting away of the filth of the fleſh, which is all 
outward elementary water can do, but the baptiſm 
of the Holy Ghoſt and of Fire, Matt. iii, 11, even 
a being baptized into the name, that is the nature, of 


the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; thereby experi- 


encing the conſuming of the earthly part in them- 
| ſelves, and a being cleanſed and purified from all 
| filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in the 
fear of the Lord; for the apoſtle ſays, as many 
as are baptized into Chriſt, have put on Chriſt, 
Gal. iii. 27 : not imaginarily, but really ; and being 
buried with him, by this ſpiritual baptiſm into 
death, even a death unto fin; that like as Chriſt was 
raiſed from the dead by the glory of the Father, fo 
they alſo will walk in newneſs of life, Rom. vi. 4. 
And again, If any man be in Chriſt he is a new 
creature, old things are paſſed away, all things are be- 
come new, and all of God,” 2 Cor. v. 17: and if 
all of God, there can be no fin, for ſin is of the 
devil, and not of God. 1 John iii. 8. 


With reſpect to that other ceremony, called the 
Lord's ſupper, notwithſtanding I am ſenſible of the 
deep rooted prejudice in fayour of it, I feel no diſ- 
couragement; under a belief that a glorious day is 
dawning, when clouds and ſhadows, ſigns and ap- 
pearances, ſhall give place to reality, to the pure 
8 1 eceſſential 
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eſſential ſubſtance. I am perfectly ſatisfied in mine 
own mind reſpeCting it, and will endeavour to give 
my reaſons, why I believe it is not of that conſequence 
or obligation many affix to it. 


That our Lord, the night before he ſuffered, took 


bread and brake it, and gave to his diſciples, as alſo 
the cup, I believe; and that he ſaid, This do in re- 
membrance of me; but that he enjoined it to be 
obſerved as an ordinance I cannot find. I preſume 
it will be allowed to be a part of the feaſt of the 


Jewiſh paſſover, as our Lord ſaid, „With defire,. 
J have deſired to eat this paſſover with you, before 


I ſuffer,“ Luke xxit. 15, and which was a remarkable 
type or figure of Chriſt, who was the very Paſchal 


Lamb, the ſubſtance or antitype itſelf. That the 


bread and wine, as a part of the paſſover, repreſented: 
the body and blood of Chriſt, to be broken and ſhed 
for the remiſſion of ſins, I preſume will alſo be al- 
lowed. Now as there is certainly a very eſſential 
difference between the ſign and the thing ſignified, 
let us conſider a little which is of moſt conſequence, 


or whether both are of obligation, I expect none to 


whom I addreſs myſelf will deny, that Chriſt was and 
is really the ſubſtance and antitype of every type and 
figure, under the Moſaic ceremonial diſpenſation. 
This then being one of thoſe figures repreſenting the 
death of Chriſt ; the ſubſtance being come, the type 
fulfilled, what need of the ſhadow : why not give 
place, as others are acknowledged to do? The 
apoſtle, writing to ſome, remarks, As often as ye 
eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do ſhew the 
Lord's death, till he come.“ x Cor. xi. 26. But 
this I think by no means implies that it was an 


enjoined ordinance ; but rather, that thoſe to whom 


he was writing, continued in the uſe or obſervance of 
| the 
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the Jewiſh paſſover. This I think, cannot appeal 


improbable, when it is conſidered, that for a time 
it was taught by ſome of the diſciples, that it was 
needful to be circumciſed, and to keep the law of 
"Moſes, Acts xv. 5, of courſe this among the reſt, 
Therefore it appears to me, that they, as yet, kney 
not, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, the coming of Chriſt ; that is, 
his ſpiritual appearance in their h-aits : an inference 
which ſeems to be confirmed by what is recorded 
of ſome, who had been baptized with John's bap- 
tiſm, that is of water, yet had not ſo much as heard 
whether there were any Holy Ghoſt, Acts xix. 2. 
the promiſed mode of his coming again, John xvi. 7, 
Again, the apoſtle ſays, ſpeaking unto wiſe men, no 
doubt ſpiritually wiſe, © The cup of bleſſing which we 
bleſs, is it not the communion of the blood of Chriſt? 
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of 
the body of Chriſt?” 1 Cor. x. 15, 16. Can it be ſup- 
poſed that he here alludes to outward bread and wine; 
for if he did, all who partake of that ceremony, let 
them be who they may, or what they may, have 
communion with Chriſt? Surely that would be join- 
ing light and darkneſs, Chriſt and Belial, righteouſ- 
neſs and unrighteouſneſs together, in direct oppo- 
fition to the ſame apoſtle's plain declaration to the 
ſame people. 2 Cor. vi. 15. He ſays again, „Ve 
cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of 
devils; ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, 
and of the table of devils.“ 1 Cor. x. 21. Now it is 
very obvious, that my can partake of the outward 
bread and wine, therefore that cannot be the cup and 
table of the Lord, Again, what is recorded of the 
diſciples breaking bread from houſe to houſe, Acts 
ii. 46, I think by no means implies ſuch a ceremony, 
but rather a ſocial way of living among themſelves ; 
as it is ſaid, they had all things common, verſe 445 
<7 and, 
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and, from what immediately follows, © did eat their | 


meat with gladneſs and ſingleneſs of heart,“ verſe 46, 
plainly alluding to their common meals. It is alſo 
I think, very obſervable, that when the apoſtles were 


aſſembled together at Jeruſalem, to conſider what 


was neceſſary to be enjoined te the believing Gentiles, 
this ceremony was not even mentioned : which, had it 
been neceſſary, would ſurely not have been omitted, 
conſidering the things which were then enjoined ; 
moſt of which have ſince been laid aſide, Acts xv. 
20. But our Lord's own words appear to me de- 
cidedly to diſcountenance the outward ſign; as where 
he emphatically calls himſelf the Bread of Life,” and 
declares that his fleſh is meat indeed, and his blood 
drink indeed, and that whoſoever ate and drank it, had 
eternal life. John vi. 46. &. And to reprove their 
carnal ideas of outward eating and drinking, verſe 52, 
and to direct their minds to the ſpiritual alluſton, he 
adds, «© What, and if ye ſhall fee the Son of Man 
aſcend up where he was before?“ verſe 62. How will 
ye eat him then? Not in outward bread and wine. 
It is the ſpirit that quickeneth, the fleſh (or outward 
food) profiteth nothing.“ 5 


I believe there are among thoſe whom I addreſs 
myſelf to, ſuch as are ſenſible of the neceſſity of this 
fpiritual communion, and are truly defirous to partake 
thereof. Far be it from me to wound any of theſe, 
1 do tenderly ſalute them, and feel a degree of unity 
with the leaſt 
dom: I would not hurt the leaſt plant of the Lord's 
own right hand planting. However ſome little differ- 
ences may appear, yet let me fay to theſe, in a ſpirit 
of love and unity, as this is acknowledged to be but 
a ſign or token, why is this continued, when others of 


equal authority and obligation are diſpenſed hs ? 
| or 


appearance of the true ſeed of the king- 
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For inſtance, that of circumciſion, which our Lord N gays 
ſubmitted to, Luke ii. 21; and which for a time, even W Col. 
after his aſcenſion, was enjoined by his diſciples, as periſ 
I before quoted; Why this laid aſide? It may per- t 
haps be anſwered, this ſign, according to the apoſtle's 
definition of it, repreſented the circumciſion made 
without hands, in putting off the body of the ſins of I the! 
the fleſh, Col. ii. 11. I fully believe it did, and as 
it is equally true, that bread and wine is alſo a fign, WW of c 
there appears to me not the ſhadow of a reaſon, why the 1 T 
one ſhould be continued in preference to the other: 


igh 
the thing ſignified by both being of equal obligation, — 
Again, it is worthy of obſervation, that the beloved 55 
diſciple John, in his relation, makes not the leaſt I ;. a, 
mention of this ceremony; but is very particular in ¶ tot 


iving an account of our Lord's waſhing his diſciples 
Let. Why is not this ceremony obſerved, as it appears ¶ obſ 
to be more particularly enjoined, than the other ? 
For, fays Chriſt, “ Ye call me Maſter, and Lord, ¶ ma 
and ye ſay well, for ſo I am; if I then your Lord and 
Maſter have waſhed your feet, ye alſo ought to waſh 
one another's feet, for I have given you an example, 
that ye ſhould: do as I have done unto you,” John ] 
xiii. 13, 14, 15. Now where can be found fo ſtrong an 


to 
injunction for the other, that of bread and wine? It ſup 
it is anſwered, that was a ſign or figure to teach W« 1 


humility and love to each other, which I readily W kn. 
admit it was, I think it is neceſſary to prove, that II 
the other is ſomewhat more than a ſign, to ſupport its ¶ he 
continuance in preference; which I expect will 


hardly be attempted. That it was not practiſed or ces 
obſerved as an ordinance by the apoſtles, I think WF uy. 
evidently appears, from the whole tenor of their I. 


writings. Paul reproves ſome for being ſubject to ir 
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ordinances, “ Touch not, taſte not, handle not, thy 
| Is, | ES ſays 
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ſays he, „ which all are to periſh with the uſing:“ 
Col. ii. 20, &c. And doth not outward bread and wine 
periſh with the uſing? The apoſtle well knew the 
true living bread is not of a periſhable nature. Again, 
he ſays, Let no man judge you in meat or in drink, or 
in reſpect of an holy 2 or of the new moon, or of 
the ſabbath days, which”? he adds, are a ſhadow of 
things to come, but the body (the ſubſtance) © is 
of Chriſt. verfe 16, 17. In another place he ſays, 
The kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but 
righteouſneſs and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt.“ 
Rom. xiv. 17. And to ſome others he ſaid, © I am 
afraid of you, leſt I have beſtowed upon you labour in 
vain;”” becauſe after they had known God, had 
taſted ſomewhat of the ſubſtance, they turned again 
to the weak and begparly elements, whereunto they 


deſired again to be in bondage. Gal. iv. 9. Ye 


obſerve days, and months, and times, and years,“ 
(verſe 10) ſaid he, which he had declared to be but 
ſhadows of good things ; and I fear the ſame language 


is too applicable to many who make a very high 


profeſſion in this day. 


From what I have obſerved on this ſubject, I think, 
to an unprejudiced mind it muſt appear, that the true 
ſupper of the Lord is an inward, ſpiritual communion. 
« Behold,” ſays Chriſt, “ I ftand at the door, and 
knock: if any man hear my voice and open the door, 
I will come in to him, and will ſup with him, and 
he with me,” Rev. iii. 20 ; and that the outward bread 
and wine, was nothing more than a part of the Jewiſh 
ceremonial diſpenſation z neither commanded to, nor 
practiſed generally by, the gentiles in the apoſtle's days. 
For, I would juſt add, if it is a neceſſary ordinance z 
if, in other words, it is what by many it is aſſerted to be, 
the effects of it would be evident; for our Lord faid, 

| whoſoever 
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Whoſoever ate his fleſh and drank his blood, had 
eternal life. Now I preſume no one to whom I now 


addreſs myſelf, will impute ſuch an effect to outward 
bread and wine; therefore it cannot be the Lord's 


ſupper. We no where read of two ſuppers. The 
difference between the ſign and thing ſignified, the 
ſhadow and the ſubſtance, I believe many are in a 
degree ſenſible of; and as the ſubſtance, the reality is 
to be partaken of, yea abſolutely neceiſary, (for ſaid 
our Lord, Except ye eat the fleſh of the Son of Man 
and drink his blood, ye have no life in you, John 
vi. 53); and as I before obſerved, we read of but one 
ſupper of the Lord; ſurely it is of eonſcquence rightly 
to know which is indeed the true ſupper. 


I have no doubt but there are thoſe who in ſincerity 
and uprightneſs of heart continue in the uſe of the 
fign; far be it from me to judge theſe. I have only 
a caution to give in love, that where theſe ſigns are 
regarded, it may be as to the Lord, and not unto 
men. See Rom, xiv. 6. I fully believe religion doth 
not conſiſt in obſerving, or not obſerving, outward 
ceremonies. For, as the apoſtle fays, In Chriſt 
Jeſus, neither circumciſion availeth any thing, nor 
uncircumciſion, but a new creature.“ Gal. vi. 15. 
It is not a name, a profeſſion, or any outward ob- 
ſervance. But I am not without a fear that many 
regard them as to men, and are in bondage unto them, 
and ſo ſettled down at eaſe in them, that they will 
hardly hear the leaſt objection to them. Such per- 


haps muſt be left for a time. However, I have given 
ſome of my reaſons for abſenting myſelf from your 
communion, and why I believe the worſhip there 
performed, is not the worſhip which the Lord re- 
guireth ; that it is not agreeable, but contrary to, the 
es that it is not * the means of grace, and 
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ordinance of God,“ but the invention and imagina- 
tion of man ; that it is wrong in principle and in 
practice; in principle, becauſe you are taught you 
muſt not expect deliverance from fin in this life, 
whereas the ſcriptures teſtify the contrary ; in practice, 


becauſe you worſhip in your own wills, and teach 


for doctrines the commandments of men, which our 
Lord teſtified againſt, Mark vii. 7; yea, in an un- 
regenerate ſtate, according to your own confeſſion, 
for a ſinner is not regenerate. Therefore what I have 
heard among you, that your beſt ſervices are polluted, 
is ſtrictly true; for while you yourſelves are in the 
polluted ſtate, all your performances are polluted alſo. 
For “Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? 
not one, Job xiv. 4; but it may be well to remem- 
ber, it ſtands an unchangeable truth, that the ſa- 
crifices of the wicked are abomination to the Lord, 
Prov. xxi. 27; and though we may amuſe ourſelves 
with the vain idea that all is well, I do aſſuredly 
believe, that to offer any acceptable ſacrifice or ſer- 
vice, we muſt know, experimentally know, a being 
waſhed, ſanctified, and juſtified in the name of the 
Lord ſeſus, and by the ſpirit of our God. 1 Cor. 
Vi. 11. Therefore remember a language of old to 
ſome who had no health in them, but were unſound 
from head to foot, as many confeſs they now are. 
To what purpoſe is the multitude of your ſacrifices ?'? 
Iſa. i. 11. Who hath required this at your hand?“ 
verſe 12.“ Bring no more vain oblations, incenſe is an 
abomination to me, the new moons and fabbaths, the 
calling of aſſemblies I cannot away with, it is iniquity, 
even the ſolemn meeting. When you ſpread forth your 
bands, I will hide mine eyes from you, yea, when ye 
make many prayers, I will not hear.” ver. 13. I5. 


And conſider the exhortation to them: « Waſh ye, 
make you clean, put away the evil of your _ mow 
before 
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before mine eyes : ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well,” 
&c. ver. 16. Then it is added, Though your ſins 
be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white as ſnow : though 
they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool. If 
ye be willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat the good of 
the land; but if ye refuſe and rebel, ye ſhall be de- 
voured with the {word : for the mouth of the Lord hath 
ſpoken it.“ ver. 18, 19, 20. Oh, how awfully is this 
denunciation now fulfilling around us ! Tt is the fer- 
vent breathing of my fpirit, that this high profeſling, 
much favoured nation, who have been calling abun- 
dantly upon the Lord with their mouths, and honour- 
ing him with their lips, may avert the impending 
ſtroke, by truly humbling themſelves before him; and 
as his judgments are in the earth, may indeed learn 
righteouſneſs, Iſa, xxvi. . 


I know, friends, from a degree of experience, that 
there are many and various appearances, ſigns, and 
ſhadows, ſet up among profefling Chriſtians z ſome 
of which I have pointed out. I now wiſh to 
direct, according to the ability I am at preſent fa- 
voured with, to the reality or ſubſtance itſelf; and 
this ineſtimable treaſure which I had long in vain 
ſought for without, among the various appearances, 
I at laſt found to be within. I can anticipate the ſur- 
priſe and perhaps indignation, the word within may 
excite in ſome minds, who may be ready to exclaim, 
Can there be any good thing in man? Yes, friends, 
the ſovereign good, the only good, is to be found 
there; and I deſire your patient attention while [I 
endeavour to remove that unjuſt, deluſive, yea too 
deſtructive idea, that nothing good is to be found in 
man. I believe it is the grand artifice, the moſt 
ſucceſsful inſinuation, of the great adverſary of _ 
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kind, to divert the attention, from that which 1s alone 
able effectually to deſtroy his kingdom or rule in the 
heart, to objects without, to ſimilitudes and appear. 
ances. (Myſtery Babylon.) This Good then, though 
in man, is not of man, it is not natural to him; 
but a free, ſpontaneous, unmerited gift. This Good 
is, with reverence be it ſpoken, even God himſelf ; 
à truth, I believe of the utmoſt importance to be 
experimentally known by every individual; and a 
truth abundantly teſtified to in the ſacred writings; 
as the ground-work, the ſubſtance, the foundation of 
real religion; a language alſo repeatedly expreſſed by 
the profeſſors of Chriſtianity ; though the truth, the 
reality of it, appears ſo little known, as by many 


even to be denied. Do you not frequently read, 


J will dwell in them, and walk in them; I will 
be their God, and they ſhall be my people, 2 Cor. 
vi. 16. © If a man love me, ſaid our Lord, “he 
will keep my words, and my Father will love him, and 
we will come unto him, and make our abode with 
him,” John xiv. 23. The Comforter, even the 
Spirit of Truth,” proceeding from the Father, ſaid he, 
„ dwelleth with you, and ſhall be in you,” ver. 17. 
« Know ye not,“ ſaid the Apoſtle, & that Jeſus Chriſt 
is in you, except ye be reprobates ?*? 2 Cor. xili. 5, and 
that your bodies are the temples of the living God ? 
1 Cor. vi. 19. I could multiply quotations of Scrip- 
ture, to prove this great, important truth, but am 


ſenſible that thoſe to whom I addreſs myſelf are well ac- 


quainted with the words. Yau are frequently reading 
of Chriſt within © the hope of glory, Col. i. 27, under 
various ſimilitudes; but what is the reaſon, he is not 
known there? It is an important queſtion. What is 
the reaſon, I again repeat it, that Chriſt, ſo often read 
of in the Scriptures as within, notwithſtanding ſo 
much talk and imaginations about him, is not known 


there in reality? I believe, friends, I can tell you the 


reaſon 


Pd 
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reaſon why he, the one great foundation, is not known, 
where alone he is truly to be known. Becauſe he is not 
ſought for there; but in ſomething without, ſome ap- 
pearance or repreſentation of him, a knowledge ga- 
thered from men or books, from the hiſtory or out- 
ward letter, which, however highly it may be valued, 
I believe is merely notional. The real experi- 
mental knowledge is only known by his internal 
appearance, his ſecond coming, without fin, unto 
ſalvation, Heb. ix. 28 ; and the operation and effects 
thereby produced. See Mal. iii. 3. The kingdom of 
God,” ſaid our Lord, «cometh not with obſervation :” 
man, with all his wiſdom is unable to comprehend it, 
““ neither ſhall they ſay, Lo here, or lo there,“ not 
in any outward appearance, © for behold the kingdom 
of God is within you.“ Luke xvii. 10, 21. © Say not 
in thine heart,“ ſaid the apoſtle, “ who ſhall aſcend 
into heaven, that is to bring Chriſt down from above, 
or who ſhall feſcend into the deep, that is to bring up 
Chriſt again from the dead :** He is not at a diſtance, 
but © the word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth and in 
thy heart. Rom, x. 6, 7, 8. Our Lord repreſented this 
great truth by various objects or ſimilitudes, to con- 
vey ſpiritual inſtruction to his diſciples: as a treaſure 
hid in a field, Mat. xiii. 44; feed ſown in the 
os. Mark iv. 26; a grain of muſtard ſeed, 
Mat. xiii. 31; a little leaven hid in meal, verſe 33; 
plainly alluding to this ineſtimable treaſure as hid in 
the heart, the earthly part of man. There were ſome 
of whom our Lord ſaid, having ears they heard not; 
they could not underſtand the ſpiritual meaning of his 
parables ; but to ſome he ſaid, . Unto you it is given 
to know the myſtery of the kingdom of God.” 
Mark iv. 11. Now, friends, it is of conſequence to 
know of which number we are, whether theſe are ſtill 
to us as parables, or whether we know that which 
unfolds their true meaning: I am the light of the 


world ;” 


FF” 


world,” ſaid Chriſt; „he that followeth me, ſhall 
not walk in darkneſs, but ſhall have the light of life.“ 
John viii. 12. s 


The apoſtle ſays there is no communion between 
light and darkneſs. 2 Cor. vi. 14. If we have not 
light, we muſt of neceſſity be in darkneſs. There is a 
ſpiritual light, as well as a natural. This great apoſtle 
to the gentiles, declaring his commiſſion to preach the 
goſpel, ſaid it was to turn people from darkneſs to 
light, from the power of Satan unto God. Ads xxvi. 
18. Of what conſequence-then is it to be acquainted 
with this light, by which alone we can diſcern be- 
tween good and evil. “ All things” ſaid the apoſtle 
© that are reproved, are made manifeſt by the light; 
for whatſoever doth make manifeſt is light.” Eph.v.13. 
That we may know what this light is, the ſcriptures 
abundantly declare. John the Baptiſt was ſent to bear 
witneſs of this light, which is the true light, which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world, John 
j. 8.9, „In him,” i. e. Chriſt, © was life, and the life 
was the light of men.” ver. 4. This light ſhineth in 
darkneſs, even the dark heart of man; though the 
darkneſs comprehended it not, verſe 5. This is the 
light of the glorious goſpel : therefore, friends, I cau- 
tion you to beware of calling it a natural light, or a 
new light, as many have done. For I believe the 


ſame light, if attended to, and its diſcoveries obeyed, 


will effect the ſame works ſpiritually in the heart, or 
inner man, as it formerly did on the bodies of the 
people. Therefore I believe there is great danger of 
ſpeaking evil of the light, for whoever do, confeſs they 
are ſtrangers to it, and of courſe are walking in dark- 
neſs, for there is but one true ſpiritual light. And « If 
we ſay that we have fellowſhip with him, and walk in 
darkneſs, we lie, and do not the truth; but if we 


walk 
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walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fel. 
lowſhip one with another, and the blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt his Son, cleanſeth us from all ſin.” 1 John i, 
6, 7. 


Our Lord himſelf plainly declared, that “ Every 
one that doeth evil, hateth the light, neither cometh to 
the light, leſt his deeds ſhould be reproved; but he 
that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds 
may be made manifeſt, that they are wrought in 
God.“ John iii. 20, 21. Therefore it is not ſtrange 
that thoſe who plead for ſin, which is evil, ſhould 
ſpeak againſt this light, and call it a natural light, or 
any thing, to excuſe themſelves; becauſe it cannot but 
condemn them. Thoſe things which the light, if at- 
tended to, would manifeſt to be evil, are too dearly 
loved, to be parted with, while they can perſuade 
themſelves they are ſecure in retaining them. I ſpeak 
from experience, and do earneſtly recommend a turning 
to this light within, from all the © Lo here's,” and © Lo 
there's; the various appearances, ſigns, and ſhadows, 
ſet up by the will and wiſdom of men, in the times 
of darkneſs and apoſtaſy; even to Chrift within, the 
hope of glory, the true foundation, 1 Cor, iii. 11; 
the rock, againſt which even the gates of hell ſhall 
not prevail, Mat. xvi. 18; nor all the oppoſition of 
men, as it is faithfuily abode in. This I believe is 
the ſubſtance of every ſhadow, the reality of every 
appearance, the word nigh in the mouth and in the 
heart; the true anointing, which is truth and no lie, 
and which teacheth all things without need of man's 
teaching. 1 John ii. 27. Ibis is the new covenant, 
graciouſly promiſed by the Moſt High. © I will put 
my law in. their inward parts, and write it in their 
hearts, and will be their God, and they ſhall be my 
people; and they ſhall teach no more every man his 
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neighbour, and every man his brother, ſaying, Know 
the Lord; for they ſhall all know me, from the leaſt 
of them unto the greateſt of them, faith the Lord.” 
Jer. xxxi. 33, 34. Heb. viii. 10, I1. 


e Behold,“ ſaid our Lord, © the kingdom of God is 
within you.“ Luke xvii. 21. The ſeed of the king- 
dom which is ſown in the heart, though too ſmall for 


the eye of man's wiſdom to diſcover, though it is {til 


to the high profeſſing Jew a ſtumbling block, and to 
the worldly wiſe Greek fooliſhneſs ; yet it is to thoſe 
who hear its call and obey it, Chriſt the power of 


God, and the wiſdom of God. 1 Cor. i. 23, 24. This 


J believe is the new birth, without which our Lord 
declared no one could even ſee the kingdom of God. 
John iii, 3. The birth which is not of blood, nor 
of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God. John i. 13. For that which is born of the fleſh, 
however high and ſpecious its appearance, is ſtill 
fleſh ; and that which is born of the ſpirit, however 
mean and contemptible in the eye of man's wiſdom, 
is ſpirit. The goſpel is a ſpiritual diſpenſation. The 
ſpirit of truth inwardly manifeſted, our Lord promiſed 
ſhould guide into all truth. John xvi. 13. The 
apoſtles were not to leave Jeruſalem-till they had re- 
ceived it, Acts i. 4. and then we are informed, 
they ſpake “as the ſpirit gave them utterance.” 
Acts ii. 4. We have no reaſon to ſuppoſe they uſed 
any form of words, neither that they ſpake when or 


where they choſe ; but we are frequently informed of 


their going or forbearing, as by the ſpirit they were 
directed; Acts viii. 29. xvi. 7, &c. neither are we 
to ſuppoſe that this influence and direction of the 


ſpirit was confined: to any period of time; for, ſays 


our Lord, „Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world.“ Mat. xxviii.. 20. What a 


departure 
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they will be gin at a venture, whether it may come or 
not! Surely it may be well to conſider, whether it is 
not offering win 2 fire before the Lord. Lev. x. 1. 
The only true wor 15 under the gofpel diſpenſation, 
1s, 4 reeably to our Lo 
which rs in ſpirit and in truth, John iv. 24 and as 


e ſhall renew (heir firength.” IIa. xl; 31. It is the 
- profeſſed object of moſt aſſemblies for rei ue worſhip, 
to wait upon the Lord. Now, whether thoſe who 
in folemn humble ſilence, wait to feel the influences 
of the ſpirit, to inſtruct and enable, when and what 
to offer, or what immediately to receive from the 
fountain of good, are ſuch as that promiſe applies to; 
or thoſe who are always ready to begin, either in 4 
preſcribed form, or in the exerciſe of their own na. 
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departure from their example and precepts, is lament- 


ably conſpicuous among moſt profeſſing Chriſtians ; 


who have invented various images, forms, and modes 


of worſhip, which they can perform when they pleaſe; 
3 acknowledging that they think the influence 
ance of the ſpirit unneceffary ; ; at leaſt that 


rd's exprefs declaration, that 


the influences and movings of the ſpirit, (although ſo 
abſolutely neceſſary, as that no acceptable worſhip 


ean be performed without them) are not at our com- 
mand; how proper, yea, how needful then, is a hum- 
dle, ſilent, dependent waiting upon Him, who alone 
can adminiſter this aſſiſtance; that thereby the true 
preparation of the heart may be experienced, to re 
ceive whatever He, who ſearcheth the heart, and 
who alone knoweth what is good for thoſe who wait 
upon him, may be pleaſed to adminiſter : whether im- 
 mediately, by his (till ſmall voice in the ſecret of the 
heart; or inſtrumentally, by whomloever he may 
2 pleaſe to point! ee 
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tural or acquired abilities, whether they may have the 


aſſiſtance ſo neceſſary or not; I think a little ſerious 
conſideration may determine. Indeed the plain ex- 
preſs meaning of the term Waiting, appears to me 
to be a ſilent attentive expectation of ſomething ; and 


if it is weightily conſidered, that, at ſuch times, we 
more particularly profeſs to approach the ſacred pre- 


ſence of Him, who ſearcheth the heart, trieth the 
reins, and requireth truth in the inward parts; who 
cannot poſſibly be deceived. or amuſed by the moſt 
plauſible expreſſions or the moſt eloquent language; 
who has decidedly condemned the practice of drawing 
near to him with the mouth, and honouring him with 
the lips, whilſt the heart is far from him, Ifa. xxix. 13; 
ſurely it is needful at ſuch times to wait, filently 
wait, for the reception of ſpiritual power, leſt we 
ſhould be like thoſe who offer the facrifice of fools. 
Eccleſ. v. 1. © Let not thine heart,“ ſaid the wiſe man, 
« be haſty to utter any thing before God, for God is ins 
heaven and thou upon earth ; therefore let thy words 
be few.“ ver. 2. Without me, ſaid our bleſſed Lord, 
« ye can do nothing.” John xv. 5. Vet the practice 
of many who profeſs to follow him, evidently declares 


that they think they can do without him, for they are, 
as to words and outward performances, always ready, 
The apoſtle plainly declared, that we know not what 


we ſhould pray for as we ought, but it is the ſpirit 
that helpeth our inſirmities. Rom. viii. 26. Then 


what are all the arts of compoſition, and the powers of 
human eloquence, without this aſſiſtance, but as 
« ſounding, braſs or a tinkling cymbal?”” «© When ye 


pray” ſaid our Lord, © uſe not vain repetitions as the 


heathen do; for they think they ſhall be heard for 


their much. ſpeaking :*? Mat. vi. 7. a language too 


applicable, I fear, not only to the preſcribed. formal 


prayers, but alſo to the niore private extemporary 
| productions; 
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productions; as though prayer conſiſted in outward 


expreſſion, an idea repeatedly condemned in the 
Scriptures of "Truth. 5 


The apoſtle, after ſaying we know not what to pray 
for, adds, „The ſpirit itſelf maketh interceſſion for 
us, with groanings which cannot be uttered, and 
Chriſt called them hypocrites who prayed to be ſeen 
of men, Mat vi. 5; and directed his diſciples to 


pray in ſecret to the Father, who ſeeth in ſecret. 


ver. 6. The apoſtle alſo recommends a praying always, 


«© with all prayer and ſupplication in the ſpirit, and 


watching thereunto with all perſeverance,” Eph. vi. 18. 
He does not recommend to begin ſinging as ſoon as 


they conclude a prayer. In another place, he exhorts 


to a Continuing inſtant in prayer,“ Rom. xii. 12, 
Again, Pray without ceaſing ;** 1 Theſ. v. 17. From 


all which I think it muſt appear that there may be true 


prayer without words, and that there may be alſo words 
' without prayer. I believe, there are thoſe poſſeſſed 
of conſiderable abilities, a ready flow of words, and a 


- pleaſing eloquent delivery, who can at any time when 
"they pleaſe, deliver what I have heard called an ex- 


cellent prayer; without waiting to feel that influence, 


which can alone enable to © pray with the ſpirit,” and 
with true “ underſtanding;“ but though ſuch exerciſes 


may produce a temporary warmth, both in ſpeaker and 


'  ” hearer, I believe, it will be found to be only a fire 
of their own kindling, a mere appearance, and not 


X 


the effects of the live coal from the true altar. Iſa. vi. 


6. The ſame obſervations are equally applicable to 


every other external performance of worſhip, public 
or private: for however it may affect the outward ear, 
yea, and kindle ſparks, as it were producing a tem- 
porary warmth; if it does not proceed from the im- 

mediate ſenſible movings of the ſpirit of truth, I 


much 
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much fear the appellation of will- worſhip is tao ap- 
plicable to it. | 


I have alſo had a fear, that a language of old, re- 
ſpecting ſome of whom it was ſaid, © They limited the 

oly One of Iſrael, Pſa. Ixxviii. 41, is too applica- 
ble to moſt profeffing religious ſocieties, where any 
particular man or ſet of men, aſſume to themſelves 
the excluſive right of teaching or preaching : a prac- 
tice I believe totally repugnant to the goſpel diſpen- 
ſation, and the uniform example and precepts of 
Chriſt and his apoftles. For 1 fully believe that ns 
human authority, call, qualification, or ordination, can 
make a miniſter of Chriſt, That is the prerogative 
of tf himſelf. It is abſolutely neceſſary that every 
individual Chriſtian ſhould be born of the Spirit, 
John iii. 5; and ſurely it muſt alſo be neceſſary that 
the miniſters of Chriſt ſhould, in an eſpecial man- 
ner, be ſo too. Paul ſaid he was made an apoſtle, 
„ Not of men, neither by man, but by Jeſus Chriſt 
and God the Father.“ Ga. i. 1. And, as I before 
obſerved, the diſpenſation of the goſpel being a diſ- 
penſation of the ſpirit, the miniſters thereof are 
miniſters: of the ſpirit, and not of the letter: not mi- 
niſters of the words only, though ſcripture words 
themſelves; but of the word of eternal life, even of 
the word which was in the beginning, © which liveth 


and abideth for ever, 1 Pet. i. 23; that word which _ 


is quick and powerful, diſcerniag the thoughts and 
intents of the heart, Heb. iv. 12. Words may have, 
and no doubt have, their ſervice, as the ſpirit brings to 
remembrance, and giveth utterance ; but to ſteal the 
words of Scripture (ſee Jer. xxiii. 30, 31.) and put 
them in a premeditated form, however eloquently they 
may be delivered, I believe is not preaching che gol. 
pel. But I believe, that they who are * 
| | W's called, 


a 
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called, qualified, and ſent by Chriſt himſelf, as I be- 


lieve every true miniſter is, will not preſume to I 
proven or pray, when, where, or what they pleaſe; ri 
gut as they are immediately moved and directed by ti 
the ſpirit of Chriſt, inwardly revealed; (ſee Gal. i. 16.) tl 
who can alone know what is needful to be admini- d 


ſtered: and theſe as they freely receive, they will, 1. 
agreeably to our Lord's command, Freely give, Mat. 

x. 8, &c. without any view to temporal intereſt 
whatever. And as they are not their own, they can- 
not diſpoſe of their time or talents, according to their R 
7 ns ; but as He who hath called them 1s pleaſed 

to direct. | | 


To conclude : the few obſervations I have now 
offered, may perhaps, to unprejudiced minds, be ſuf- 
ficient to evince the inward ſpiritual nature of the 
_ goſpel diſpenſation ; and that /igns and figures, all ex- 
ternal ceremonial performances, are totally aboliſhed 
From that worſhip, which can only be performed in 


+ 


ſpirit and in truth. Joha iv. 23, 24. 


_ They may alſo evince that the only neceſſary quali- 
fication for true worſhip, is the influence and direc- 
tion of the Spirit of Truth inwardly revealed : that 
this neceſſary aſſiſtance is not ae to time or 
place, nor to any particular man or ſet of men. For 
as the apoſtle declared, „The manifeſtation of the 
ſpirit is given to every man, to profit withal,” 1 Cor. 
Xii. 7. I believe there are no individuals arrived to 
Fears of diſcretion, but who are favoured with a ſuffi- 
_ cient portion thereof, if properly attended to, to di- 
rect them into the paths of true judgment. The 
Word, even the word of eternal life, is nigh to all, 
= nor need any look to men for inſtruction; but this 
= fame anointing, if the mind is ſimply and 1 
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Arecded to it, teacheth all things and is truth. 1 John 


ii. 27. Who is there, who hath not felt its ſecret 
reproofs for evil, and its approbation of good? To 


this true teacher, of whoſe all- ſufficient aid 1 have 


thankfully to acknowledge a degree of experience, I 
do earneſtly recommend the particular, unwearied, 
faithful, attention of every individual. 


JOHN SPALDING, 
Reading; 3oth of 7th Month, 1794. 
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| ADVERTISEMENT, 
IT is not intended that the publication of this Abſtract ſhould 


- + Tuperſede, or diſcourage, the reading of the ney Scriptures aa 


large, by thoſe who have attained an age of ſuitable diſcernment, 
or may be deſirous of becoming more fully acquainted with theſs 


©. invaluable books; but as ſome parts of them are evidently above 


of the ſubject. 


the moſt intereſting parts, and ſuch as are 


the comprehenſion of youth, and others not neceſſary for them to 


be acquainted with in early life, it is 3 that a ſelection of 


uited to their age and 
capacities 2 be uſeful, and prove a proper introduction to the 


knowledge of the Scriptures, and an excitement to a cloſer atten- 


tion to them, at a more advanced age. 


It is hoped that the Work will alſo prove beneficial to ſome 

religiouſly-diſpoſed perſons, who may not have ſufficient leiſure 

or opportunity to read the Scriptures at large, and that ſuch may 

receive inſtruction and comfort from the peruſal of this Abſtract. 

The Books are divided into Chapters, but not into Verſes, which 

are thought to have a tendency te interrupt the ſenſe and weight 
| 8 


| : | 49 


2322 
o © Þ 

* — 

* 

ved 

Wu 


